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Bible Study — October 20, 2021
1 Thessalonians 3 — “Established in the Lord”

3 Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we decided to be left alone in Athens; *and we
sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker for God in proclaiming the gospel of Christ, to
strengthen and encourage you for the sake of your faith, ?so that no one would be shaken by
these persecutions. Indeed, you yourselves know that this is what we are destined for. *In fact,
when we were with you, we told you beforehand that we were to suffer persecution; so it
turned out, as you know. ° For this teason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to find out
about your faith; I was afraid that somehow the tempter had tempted you and that our labor
had been in vain. ®But Timothy has just now come to us from you, and has brought us the
good news of your faith and love. He has told us also that you always remember us kindly and
long to see us—just as we long to see you. ' For this reason, brothers and sisters, during all
our distress and petrsecution we have been encouraged about you through your faith. ® For we
now live, if you continue to stand firm in the Lord.  How can we thank God enough for you
in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? * Night and day we pray
most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
""Now may our God and Father himself and our Lotd Jesus direct our way to you. > And may
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound
in love for you. > And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

In the first two chapters, Paul explained how the church was born and nurtured. Now he dealt
with the next step in maturity: how the church was to stand. The key word in this chapter is
establish (1 Thes. 3:2, 13). The key thought is expressed in 1 Thessalonians 3:8: “For now we
live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.”

The key word in this chapter is “establish” (vv. 2-3, 8, 13). What means did Paul use to
establish these believers in the faith?

I. HE SENT THEM A . (3:1-2); (Acts 16:1-3); (Phil. 2:19-24);
Acts 14:21; 23, and 15:32




II. HE WROTE THEM A . (3:3-4); (2 Thes. 2:15-17);
(Rom. 16:25-27); and (2 Peter 1:12); (Eph. 4:11-16)

III. HE FOR THEM. (3:5-10); (Luke 22:31-32); (Acts 6:4);
(Acts 20:32)
IV. HE REMINDED THEM OF . (3:11-13)
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